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In the midst of national unemployment challenges and the ever changing world of today, one common character 

outlook of Almajiri is his engagement into crafts/petty trade of his choice for self-reliant. Almajiri education has been 

an important tool for the achievement of rapid and sustainable growth and development through innovative 

entrepreneurial skills development. Yet, Almajiri education places high premium on entrepreneurial development as a 

successful key factor in the drive to ensure self-reliant among the Almajiris during and after the scholarship towards the 

attainment of national economic development. This paper discusses among others: the definition of the concepts, 

Almajiri education, Almajiri education and entrepreneurship, innovative and entrepreneurial skills needed for economic 

recovery Almajiri education entrepreneurial skills as a tool for achieving sustainable development. It offers as part of 

the suggestions, that introduction of modern practical entrepreneurial curriculum into Almajiri education system for the 

adults Almajiri shall empower them more practical knowledge and wisdom that make them to have more skill to better 

themselves and their community instead of begging. 
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INTRODUCTION 

In Northern Nigeria, as well as many other 

regions of West, North Africa and parts of Asia, Almajiri 

practice is a well-known educational method. The 

education of Almajiri has been acknowledged for its 

impact on the entrepreneurship development and self-

reliance which makes Almajiri functional in the society. 

This paper elucidates on the definition of concepts of 

Almajiri and entrepreneurial skills, Almajiri education. 

Almajiri education and entrepreneurship, innovative and 

entrepreneurial skills needed for economic recovery 

Almajiri education and entrepreneurial skills as a tool for 

achieving sustainable development among others. 

DEFINITIONS OF THE CONCEPTS 

Almajiri: Is a Hausa word for a pupil or student 

of Almajiri education system whether in Tsangaya or 

Makarantar Allo. It is derived from the Arabic word of 

Al-Muhajirin (a migrant) which refers to a male child 

who leaves his home in search of Qur’anic knowledge. 

Put differently, it refers to a child (pupil) who migrates 

from his home to a popular teacher (Malam) in the quest 

for Islamic knowledge or for the purpose of acquiring 

Qur’anic education. The Almajiris are usually sent to 

study the Qur’an under the care of a Malam, who is a 

teacher of the Qur’anic School whose duty among others 

is to teach the children to read, memorize and write the 

Qur’an (Muhammad, 2021). It comes from the Arabic 

phrase Al-Muhajirin, which means "migrant," and 

describes a child who leaves his family to learn about the 

Qur'an. In other words, it describes a child (pupil) who 

leaves his home to study under a well-known teacher 

(Malam) in order to learn about Islam or the Qur'an. The 

Almajiris are typically sent to study the Qur'an under the 

supervision of a Malam, a Qur'anic School teacher whose 

responsibilities include teaching the children how to read, 

write, and memorize the Qur'an (Muhammad, 2021) 

Entrepreneurship: is broadly defined as the process of 

identifying, developing and pursuing opportunities to 

create value through innovative ideas, products or 

services (Schumpeter in Hafiz, 2024). It also involves 

introducing new ideas, methods or technologies to solve 

problems or improve existing processes, taking calculated 

risks, managing resources effectively, and responding to 

market needs to achieve economic, social, or personal 
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goals. Entrepreneurs act as catalysts for change, driving 

innovation, job creation, and economic development 

(Drucker, in Timmons 1999; Shane and Venkataraman, 

2000 in Hafiz, 2024). 

Also Stevenson and Jarillo in Hafiz (2024) think of 

entrepreneurship as the process by which people, either 

alone or within an organization, look for possibilities 

regardless of the resources they currently possess. 

Entrepreneurial skill: is the capacity to produce 

something new and valuable by investing the required 

time and energy, with the expectation of financial and 

personal fulfillment as well as independence as the 

results. Training that stresses the acquisition and 

development of relevant knowledge and skills that will 

allow an individual to maximize the resources available 

to him within the limits of his capabilities is the means by 

which entrepreneurial skills are learned (Hisrich and 

Peters, 2017 in Khalid et-al, 2020). 

ALMAJIRI EDUCATION 

The largest, most lucrative, and most lasting 

investment in human capital is thought to be education. It 

is a method of gaining experience, information, and 

abilities with the goal of removing the constraints of 

ignorance and advancing both individual and community 

growth (Igwe, 2014). Almajiri education entails the 

traditional schooling in which Yuguda (2006) stated that 

it connotes to a tradition of Quranic education in the 

Northern part of Nigeria and other African states whereby 

the students moved from one school to another for the 

sole purpose of studying the Qur’an. Bello (2008) 

submits that Almajiri education is a form of Islamic 

education where learning to read and write the holy 

Qur’an constitutes the most fundamental objectives 

among the Almajiri students, particularly in Northern 

Nigeria and the neighbouring states. Bello (2008) further 

added that in order to achieves such noble objectives, 

Quranic schools were established in every village, 

hamlet, local community, city, town for the training of 

young ones in the art of reading and writing of Qur’an 

with objective of teaching young Muslims how to read, 

write and facilitate its memorization, it is usual that a 

Muslim child must have their Quranic elementary 

education and later the Western school training system.. 

The Almajiri system was funded by the state 

treasury and the state charity funds initially at the onset 

and Suleiman (2017) stated that the community provided 

charity to the students under Almajiri education system 

and begging for alms was never part of the original 

practice. The practice of Almajiri education system where 

parent entrusted their children, into the custody of a 

teacher known as Malam in search of knowledge dates 

back to one century, before the advent of western 

education in Nigeria. The system functioned effectively 

across Northern communities in Nigeria prior to colonial 

intrusion, it is the only system that often reaches the most 

disadvantaged and poor children. The objective of 

Almajiri education was noble; the system was established 

as an organized and comprehensive system for learning: 

Islamic principles, values, jurisprudence and ultimately 

the recitation and memorization of the glorious Qur’an 

which became basic Islamic learning centers in all 

Muslim communities (Al-Amin, 2019). 

In contrast to pre-colonial Nigeria, where the 

Almajiri education system thrived and saw remarkable 

achievements in social services and literacy, the British 

colonial system of 1904 destroyed the Almajiri system by 

executing and expelling emirs who opposed colonization, 

while the subjugated accepted their new status as merely 

traditional rulers used only for indirect rule. Western 

education was established and supported after the British 

took over the state treasury and purposefully eliminated 

governmental money intended for Almajiri education 

(Suleiman, 2017). The Sokoto caliphate was home to well 

over 20,000 Almajiri schools at the time of British 

colonization of Northern Nigeria (Bano, 2009). 

Until recently, Almajiri has during pre-colonial 

and immediate past colonial era, been considered as 

highly respected person, and the system has contributed 

immensely to the growth and development of knowledge. 

Almajiris then have been considered as replication of 

knowledge, which accorded much recognition, the system 

produces intellectuals and highly respected people who 

served Nigeria and the Hausa land in different capacities 

as scholars, clerics, judges, health consultants etc. until 

when the system was left at its own mercy to survive. 

Almajiri school system is also regarded as an important 

means of child upbringing (Naniya and Kurawa, 2004).  

ALMAJIRI EDUCATION AND 

ENTREPRENEURSHIP 

Almajirci remained a rigorous scholarship 

activity that requires devotion, patience. It is also a 

programme that is attached to entrepreneurial skill 

training, where the students are expected to learn skills 

for self-reliant. At the onset, the young Almajiri depends 

largely on what to get from craft work or community 

charity for self-feeding and self-reliant, bara (alms 

seeking) from house-to-house was the second alternative 

which can only be done at a fixed time. Abdulqadir, 2003 

in According to Dialog, 2012, as cited in Suleiman 

(2017), the Almajiris were engaged in farming, fishing, 

well construction, masonry, production, trade, tailoring, 

small businesses, and other occupations because they 

were allowed to learn vocational and occupational skills 

in between their Quranic lessons. In exchange, the 

Almajiris offered community services like gardening, 

cobbling, laundry, and so on, which allowed them to 

make a living. 

The majority of Almajiris gain knowledge and 

skills that could be useful in helping them create jobs 

through entrepreneurship, which would eradicate poverty 

and aid in economic recovery. They are also exposed to 

innovative and entrepreneurial skills through hands-on 

learning, which could help them develop their capacity. 

The path to economic recovery and development may be 

illuminated by entrepreneurial education, which emerges 

as a beacon. Investing in education through 

entrepreneurship, especially the Almajiri way, shows a 

dedication to fostering the next generation of Almajiris as 

innovators and entrepreneurs who will propel Nigeria's 

economic change and progress for all time. 
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INNOVATIVE AND ENTREPRENEURIAL 

SKILLS NEEDED FOR ECONOMIC 

RECOVERY 

Economic recovery, according to Estevez 

(2024), is the stage of the business cycle that follows a 

recession and is marked by a protracted period of 

improving company activity. In a typical economic 

recovery, GDP increases, earnings rise, and 

unemployment decreases as the economy recovers. The 

economy goes through a process of adaptation and 

adjustment to new circumstances during an economic 

recovery, including the initial causes of the recession and 

the new laws and regulations put in place by governments 

and central banks in reaction to it.  

As unemployed people find new jobs and 

bankrupt enterprises are acquired or split up by others, the 

labour, capital products, and other productive resources 

that were linked to businesses that failed and went under 

during the recession are re-employed in new activities. A 

recovery occurs when an economy recovers from the 

harm it has caused. However, the fact that Nigeria 

requires a holistic approach to it is economic recovery is 

evident as the economy is under recession with 

unemployment challenges Nigeria's unemployment rate 

reached 5.3 percent in the first quarter of 2024, marking a 

third consecutive increase since the second quarter of 

2023. In contrast, the underemployment rate decreased 

from 12.3 percent in the third quarter of 2023 to 10.6 

percent in the first quarter of 2024. As anticipated, the 

unemployment rate was higher in urban areas compared 

to rural regions.  

Consequently, Nigeria's misery index—the sum 

of the unemployment and inflation rates—rose to 36.9 

percent in the first quarter of 2024, up from 30.5 percent 

in the third quarter of 2023. This positions Nigeria among 

the countries with the highest misery indexes in the 

world, with many citizens facing a cost of living crisis 

and diminished purchasing power due to rising inflation 

(National Board of Statistics in Nigeria Economic 

Summit Group Research, 2024). In a similar vein, youth 

unemployment was higher, indicating that most of them 

are not as involved in economic activities. The high rate 

of Not in Education, Employment, or Training (NEET), 

which increased from 13.7 percent in 2023 Q3 to 14.4 

percent in 2024 Q1, may be caused by this. Therefore, 

equipping young people with useful skills is crucial in 

order to lessen the severity of social unrest. 

Furthermore, only 7.3% of employment 

opportunities are found in the formal sector, assuming 

that many Nigerians are exposed to low-paying or non-

paid jobs, poor working conditions, and vulnerable 

employment, which makes up over 70% of all 

employment. 

Also concerning is the issues of the “working poor”, as 

84 percent of the employed are engaged in non-paid job 

(Nigeria Economic Summit Group Research, 2024). A 

thorough examination of Nigeria's economic recovery 

environment reveals a complex web of opportunities and 

difficulties that have a significant impact on the country's 

developmental trajectory. Because it aims to address 

these issues while seizing the opportunities that lie ahead, 

entrepreneurship's function as a vehicle for economic 

recovery assumes greater significance in this context 

(Nwosu & Nwaocha, 2014). The ability to put 

information into practice is referred to as skills, and it is a 

unique talent that spurs creativity and growth. A testable 

ability to complete a task is called a skill. Highly skilled 

individuals in science and technology can assist student 

or graduate entrepreneurs in entrepreneurship by 

precisely identifying and acquiring useful resources in a 

complex and dynamic social environment. They can also 

help establish a novel technology and knowledge 

combination with the support of organizations. Skill is a 

well-established habit of doing something. Skill 

acquisition is a process where the youths through learning 

of necessary skills that will enable them to be self-

reliance becomes useful to the society by embarking on 

profitable entrepreneurship programme thereby aiding 

economic recovery transformation (Ajayi et-al, 2019). 

The process of skill acquisition involves teaching young 

people the abilities they need to become self-sufficient so 

they can start profitable entrepreneurial programs and 

contribute to the change of the economy (Ajayi et al., 

2019). The process of using one's abilities to complete a 

manual or mental task that entails accumulating a 

sequence of actions and processes into a cohesive 

progression for self-actualization is known as skills 

acquisition.  

Most people consider innovative skills to be the result or 

use of creativity. The capacity to introduce or apply novel 

concepts or methods is known as innovativeness. To put 

it another way, the capacity to apply new ideas that allow 

one to approach activities differently in order to produce 

better results is known as innovation skill. It all comes 

down to enhancing the current method of doing things 

through individual initiative, creativity, and insight. 

Innovation is the process of thinking creatively, utilizing 

imagination to create models, manipulate tools or 

variables, find possibilities, and create previously 

unimagined objects and images. Innovation can be 

defined as introducing something new to existing laws 

and practices in order to improve their quality, quantity, 

output, or procedures. Since innovation is linked to an 

entrepreneurial attitude, it is considered an internal driver 

talent. As a result, entrepreneurship leads to the creation 

of new products or the entry into new markets. (Miller, 

2013 in Khalid et-al, 2020). The innovative skilled person 

is able to change things around or devise new ways of 

doing things in order to accommodate whatever new 

situation that may arise. Thus, innovativeness can thus be 

seen as the specific instrument of entrepreneurship 

(Nwosu & Nwaocha, 2014). However, Penrose in Hafiz 

(2024) stated entrepreneurship as the ability to use 

available resources to create and sustain competitive 

advantages. 

ALMAJIRI EDUCATION AND 

ENTREPRENEURIAL SKILLS 

INNOVATIONS FOR SUSTAINABLE 

DEVELOPMENT 

Joseph Alois Schumpeter an Austrian political 

economist is regarded as the father of entrepreneurship. 
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He introduced the concept of entrepreneurship in the first 

half of the 20th century, the term entrepreneurship is 

simply refers to the act of creating one or more business 

for the purpose of generating profits (Hafiz, 2024). 

Entrepreneurial skill consists of effective utilization of 

ideas, information and facts that help a learner develop 

competencies, services needed for firm career 

commitments such as setting up business, marketing, 

services or being productive, wealth creators, employers 

of labour and self-reliant thereby contributing in nation 

building and economic recovery. According to Olagunju 

in Khalid et al. (2020), an entrepreneurial skill is the 

capacity of an individual to take advantage of an idea and 

establish a business, no matter how little, for societal and 

developmental as well as personal benefit. Self-belief, 

bravery, perseverance, enthusiasm, empathy, willingness 

to accept professional advice, desire for instant results, 

vision, and the capacity to spot opportunities are all 

characteristics of an entrepreneur. 

Entrepreneurial skills are business abilities that a 

person develops on their own to operate as an 

entrepreneur and be independent (Umunadi, 2014 in 

Khalid et-al, 2020). 

Entrepreneurship is the process of using private initiative 

to turn a business concept into a new venture or to grow 

and diversify an existing venture or enterprise with high 

growth potential. It deals with a system of ideas and 

values that are not typically taught in the curriculum 

(Ugwoke & Abidde, 2014 in Khalid et-al, 2020). 

Therefore, recognizing, launching, planning, and 

realizing an idea or vision—whether it be a new product, 

service, procedure, strategy, or market—could be 

considered entrepreneurship. It all comes down to self-

employment, which is crucial for raising both national 

growth and individual quality of life (Nwosu & Nwaocha, 

2014). 

As a result, entrepreneurship education helps 

young people develop the entrepreneurial skills necessary 

for productive and efficient living; it also allows them 

more chances to express their creativity and boosts their 

self-esteem and sense of control over their own life. A 

person who takes on the risk of starting and running a 

business is an entrepreneur. The science entrepreneur 

examines his or her surroundings to determine the issues 

that others are facing and offers answers. 

The state of infrastructures in education sector is a 

determinant of the capacity of the sector to produce the 

requisite human capital necessary for the realization of 

competitive economy and economic recovery (Nwosu & 

Nwaocha, 2014). 

Development is about the improvement of individuals 

and society. It is a checklist that is used to determine 

systematic improvement in the standard of living of 

individuals and the state. It is pertinent to mention that 

development can take place in the lives of individuals, 

states or nations. 

Sustainable development is the process of improving the 

well-being of citizens without destroying the ecosystem. 

It also means the improvement in quality of life, better 

income, and inclusive education among others (Wordu, 

2023). Critical issues of national development are 

multidisciplinary in nature. Therefore understanding them 

and developing their resolution requires multidisciplinary 

approach, which have lime light in education for self-

reliance and productivity for national development. 

Nigeria’s sustainable development depends on a through 

and in-depth historical analysis and grasp of what has 

brought the country to its present predicament both in the 

long and immediate past. Yet, for Nigeria to achieve the 

SDG Goal 4 of ensuring inclusive and quality education 

for all and promote lifelong learning, no sector must be 

left out, whether informal or quasi-formal. 

The importance of Almajiri education from onset 

in the development of Northern Nigeria cannot be 

overemphasized. Akpan (2019) stated that there is an 

increasing belief in the power of education to transform 

the society. In Nigeria, education is viewed as an 

instrument per excellence for national development. 

Education is needed for the social, economic, political 

and technological transformation of the nation. It is 

education that can transform the economy of a country 

from where it is to where it should be. Therefore, for 

education to play its leading role in the development of a 

nation, it needs to be properly planned, taking into 

consideration the needs and aspirations of the citizenry, 

the social, cultural and technological changes as well as 

the impact of globalization on the growth and 

development of the country. The success of any 

educational system depends greatly on effective panning. 

The importance of Almajiri education 

entrepreneurial skill development when fully plan for 

sustainable national development cannot be over stated 

given that Almajiri education scholarship is attached to 

job opportunities, Almajirai offers services to the 

community in returned and for them to earn a living. In a 

world of economic uncertainty, building a resilient 

economy is paramount. Some countries have powered 

rapid economic progress through entrepreneurship 

education, presenting lessons to foster development and 

build the resilience in the Nigerian economy. 

Infrastructure is the backbone of any economy. Strategic 

investments in entrepreneurship education can catalyze 

economic growth and improve quality of life. 

CONCLUSION: 

With the rising unemployment and limited 

economic diversification in Nigeria, the need to equip 

youth with entrepreneurial skills became imperative. 

Almajiri education has the potential to catalyze a 

transformative journey towards sustainable economic 

recovery; Nigeria’s economic recovery landscape is 

marked by a spectrum of challenges that require strategic 

interventions. A good entrepreneurial skill innovations 

and development ensures productivity and generates 

individual income per capital. Its influence is noticeable 

at the micro level of an individual family whose 

combination makes up the nation. Almajiri education is 

also capitalizes on the manifold opportunities, by 

enhancing access, fostering innovation, bridging 

academia and industry, and leveraging collaborative 

networks it shall be a hub of entrepreneur development in 

Nigeria. According to Audretsch and Thurik as cited in 

Hafiz (2024) Entrepreneurship has significant importance 
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to society even beyond its application to business 

activities; it is obviously contribute immensely to the 

growth of GDP by creating business, jobs, and innovative 

products. 

SUGGESTIONS 

The following suggestions are offered. 

1. States Governments shall introduce modern 

practical entrepreneurial curriculum into Almajiri 

education among the adults Almajiri to ensure more 

practical knowledge and wisdom that make them to 

have more skill to better themselves and their 

community. 

2. Prioritizing local innovations of Almajiri 

(calligraphic arts and designs) by the general public 

to boost job creation, these shall make a significant 

difference in the lives of Almajiri and their 

scholarship and make them functional in the society 

through self-reliant. 

3. Supporting Almajiri education with modern 

entrepreneurship centers; startups capital and 

mobilizing them shall solve unemployment 

challenges, and position Almajiri scholarship as a 

hub for entrepreneurship. 

4. Bridging the gap between Almajiri institutions and 

local industries to enhance attachment, good 

working relationship and learning experience 

through Almajiri Student Industrial Work 

Experience Scheme (ASIWES). 

Favorable government policies that encourages 

transformation of the economy and entrepreneurial skill 

innovations developments through Almajiri soft loan by 

the government through commercial banks. 
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